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T H E  K N O X  T O W N  B O A R D  I S  

C U R R E N T L Y  S E E K I N G   
I N D I V I D U A L S  T O  F I L L  T H E  

F O L L O W I N G  V A C A N C I E S :  
  

 Two Planning Board seats will be available 

beginning Jan. 1st, 2017 

 One Zoning Board of Appeals seat will be 

available beginning Jan. 1st, 2017 

 Two seats on a newly created Broadband 

Committee to help pursue high speed 

broadband in Knox  

 The Town Board is looking to hire a part-

time General Contractor 

 Two seats on the Board of Ethics Review   

 One Conservation Advisory Council seat  
 

Interested or need more information?  Please call 

or email Supervisor Vas Lefkaditis at  

supervisor@knoxny.org or 872-2551 option 7. 
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F r o m  T h e  S u p e r v i s o r   

Hello Knox. 
Welcome to the 1st issue of Knox News, a semiannual newsletter aimed at increasing 
communication between our local government and Knox residents as well as encouraging 
volunteerism and community awareness.  The first six months of 2016 have been very 
busy and I invite you to read about the many events and changes that have occurred and 
perhaps even more importantly the calendar of full events yet to come.    
Whether you are a 5th generation resident or moved here last week, you may be sur-
prised to see just how many different organizations there are in the Town of Knox.  You’ll 
read about dedicated volunteers who make sure our children, seniors, property and over-
all wellbeing are addressed as well as our social and financial needs.  You’ll also read 
about progress made by strengthening partnerships between local, county and state offi-
cials.  All of the aforementioned are made possible by individuals who selflessly give their 
time and share their experiences to benefit all of us and I’m grateful to them.   
Our local government and organizations exist because of the great people who populate 
the Town of Knox.  If you’re interested in being part of an open government, helping oth-
ers and shaping life in Knox, I urge you to find an area of interest and get involved. 
With your feedback and involvement I’m certain we’ll make Knox an even more beautiful 
place to live and raise a family.  I hope to see you soon. 
Have a wonderful summer. 
Vasilios “Vas” Lefkaditis 

Did You Know? 

● The Knox Town Hall 

now offers a free 

broadband Wi-Fi signal 

 

 

.   

● A new state of the art 

phone system has 

been installed in Town 

Hall enabling you to 

reach who you want, 

when you want.  Give 

us a call at 872-2551. 

 

Congratulations to Raymond Shafer Sr. (top left) and Emma 

Stevens (top right with Dawn Coffey) for turning 100 and 

104 years old respectively in 2016!  The Knox Town Board 

was honored to issue each of them a proclamation in       

celebration of their lives in Knox and wished them many 

more happy years! 



 

her delicious lemonade, proceeds benefiting 

the Lymphedema Educational Foundation. 

The day concluded with a spectacular fire-

works display funded through donations by 

Senator George Amedore, County Legislators 

Travis Stevens and Chris Smith, Sheriff Craig 

Apple, and Town Supervisor Vas Lefkaditis.  

Twelve families braved the rainy weather and 

spent the night in the park sharing with their 

children a good old-fashioned tenting experi-

ence.  What’s camping without a little (or a lot) 

of rain? 

Sheriff Kayla Apple introduced us to her 

K-9 partner, Jack.  The children had an   

opportunity to pet Jack and interact    

positively with the officers.  Parents were 

also afforded the opportunity to register 

their child in the Safe Child Program.  

Arts and crafts, balloon tosses, face 

painting, bounce house, basketball, and 

horseshoes rounded out the activities. 

A pot-luck supper followed the afternoon 

activities, with the KYC providing hot 

dogs and hamburgers.  Snacks and 

drinks were provided by the BKW Little 

League and Emma Detlefsen served up 

T 
he  Knox Youth Council (KYC) began 

its year on Maple Festival Weekend 

by sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt, 

following the delicious pancake breakfast 

hosted by the Helderberg Kiwanis.  Despite 

the chilly weather, over 60 children gathered 

eggs that were scattered around the Knox 

Fire Company.  Many children enjoyed the 

coloring sheets provided by KYC while wait-

ing for their pancakes. 

The fun continued in May with the always 

popular Memorial Day Ice Cream Social, 

pony rides, petting zoo and face painting.  

Our thanks to KYC members Tom and Anne 

Payne and Jean Gagnon for organizing and 

hosting this event. 

The Knox Town Park was rocking on June 4th 

with our inaugural Summertime Kick-off and 

Camp-Out.  The day’s activities included very 

lively dodgeball and kickball games, paint-

ball target shooting, beach volleyball, an 

obstacle course, football and softball toss-

es ,and sack races.  Deputy Sheriff Tom 

Praisner escorted parents on a tour of the 

Anti-Heroin Education Bus and Deputy    
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Congratulations to Cheyene Duncan who was 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship from Hel-
deberg Ambulance!  Cheyene is a graduate 
of BKW class of 2016 and will be furthering 
her education in the medical  field. 

 

HELDERBERG AMBULANCE NEWS 
Helderberg Ambulance is a volunteer squad serving the Town 

of Berne and the southern section of the Town of Knox. There 

are two ambulance buildings.  Station 1 is located on Cole Hill 

Road in Berne and Station 2 is located on Street Road in 

Knox.  Currently there are about 24 members in the squad. 

So far this year the squad has responded to about 165 calls. 

Helderberg Ambulance meets at the Cole Hill Station in Berne 

on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm, and the 

drills are the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. Helder-

berg Ambulance is looking for new members. Training for   

drivers and attendants is offered at the station. EMT certifica-

tion is offered off site.  We encourage you to attend one of our 

meetings to learn more about how you can help your commu-

nity. 

In addition to answering calls, the members of the squad ac-

tively pursue additional training.  Throughout the year mem-

bers will attend workshops sponsored by Albany Medical Cen-

ter, Samaritan Hospital, St. Mary’s Hospital, and St. Peter’s 

Hospital.  Classes are also provided by the county at the Sher-

iff’s station in Clarksville. 

Helderberg Ambulance has participated in many extra activi-

ties throughout the year.  The second Saturday of each 

month, members will attend the Senior Citizen meeting and 

take blood pressures. The squad also does a demonstration 

of some of their equipment to the students at BKW. 

    

  

By Mildred Zuck 

 

KNOX YOUTH COUNCIL NEWS 

By Mary Ellen Gillis 

Left to right, Top row: Karin Kuck, Councilman Eric Kuck, Kristian Snyder,  Supervisor Vas Lefkaditis, John Gillis, Council-

man Dennis Barber, Albany County Legislator Travis Stevens, Tara Stevens. Middle Row: NY Senator George Amadore, 

Isabelle Doherty, Vasiliki Lefkaditis, Anna Maria Lefkaditis, Maryellen Gillis, Blake Scram, Grant Scram, Jennifer Geckler, 

Tiffany Snyder, Sarah Pasquini, Sandra Quay. Kneeling: Dennis Cyr, Peter Evans, Darcy Cyr 



 

NEW GROCERY BUS ROUTE ADDED 

The Knox Town Board is pleased 

to announce a partnership with 

the Town of Berne that increases 

senior services for seniors who 

require transportation assistance. 

Twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Wed. of each 

month, a bus is made available to transport sen-

iors off the hill to assist them with the essential 

act of grocery shopping.  This is a partnership we 

hope to continue and grow into the future to bet-

ter meet the needs of our aging population.     

Any senior interested can contact the CDTA be-

fore 12pm and  at least 24 hrs before bus trip to 

make an appointment at 437-5161. 

Lunch Is Served!  
By Linda Hodges 

 

A senior lunch is held every Monday, Tuesday, and 

Friday at the Berne Senior Center, on 1360 Helder-

berg Trail.  Lunch is served at 12 Noon. The new 

and improved food service 

is provided by Senior Ser-

vices of Albany. The cur-

rent menus are on the 

Town of Knox website. To 

make sure there is plenty 

of food for everyone, please call 872-0940 for res-

ervations by 10 a.m. the day before you would like 

lunch.  

Volunteers are also needed from 10:45 am to 

12:45 pm. Come and give us a try, you might just 

surprise yourself with how much fun you have! 

Knox Senior Services 
By Charlotte Fuss  

Knox Senior Services helps seniors 

with information and support in their 

daily lives.  In addition to the weekly 

meal program at the Berne Senior 

Center, a grocery bus runs the second 

Wednesday of every month. Call 861-

8960 for details. 

The Hilltown Seniors meet the second 

Saturday of every month at the Sen-

ior Center, 1656 Helderberg Trail (SR 

443) in Berne. 

Questions? Email Charlotte Fuss at 

cjfuss@yahoo.com.  
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SENIOR NEWS 

FREE LEGAL SERVICES   

  

 

Brian Levine from the Legal Aid Society will be 

offering FREE legal advice each month to 

Knox Seniors on the 2nd Monday of the 

month from 11:30am to 12:30.   For more 

information or to make an appointment, 

please contact Charlotte Fuss at 861-8960 or 

Pat Lightbody at 872-9400.  

HAVING A GET TOGETHER? 

The Knox Town Hall and Park is available to Knox Residents for parties, meetings and 

events.  Please call the Town Clerk at 872-2551 to book your next event! 

mailto:cjfuss@yahoo.com


 By Sandra Quay 

 

Knox Reformed Church News 

T he Knox Reformed Church is located in the heart of the Town of Knox.  Sunday wor-

ship services are 11:00 am.  Sunday school is held from the 2nd Sunday of September 

through the 2nd Sunday of June.  Summer service, which is at 10:00 am to 10:45 am, is 

from July 3rd through August 28th. Vacation Bible School will be held at the church on Au-

gust 8th to 12th, from 9:00 -11:45.  All children 3 years old through 8th grade are welcome 

to attend. For more information, please email squay@nycap.rr.com. 

By Gary Salisbury 
 

Knox Highway News 

The Town Highway Department is on a roll with the help of the new Supervisor, who jumped on board immediately, and 

the support of the Town Board.  Back in January, the heating oil cost per gallon was reduced by nearly 30  percent by 

utilizing state contract pricing services.  In addition, more than $608,000.00 in disaster funding tied to Tropical Storm 

Irene was secured.  The funds are being used to purchase heavy equipment including a new John Deere Tractor/mower, 

CAT backhoe, CAT roller,  equipment trailer and CAT wheeled excavator. 

The equipment will help the department deliver better services to town residents by increasing repair/build capabilities 

and improving efficiencies by reducing wear and tear on individual pieces of equipment.  Delivery has already been tak-

en for the tractor/mower, roller and backhoe, with the remaining pieces of equipment on order and expected soon.  

Look for the Town Highway Department on a town road near you! 

Posing in front of the new 

tractor, roller and backhoe 

from left to right:  Don 

White, James Schager, 

Town Supervisor Lefkaditis, 

Highway Superintendent 

Gary Salisbury, Charles 

Crary, Matthew Schanz, 

Don Wagoner and John 

Weldon from Milton CAT.  

Photo taken by Deputy Su-

perintendent Loren Schafer. 
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BKW LITTLE LEAGUE NEWS 

By Tiffany Detlefsen 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to all involved for 
our most successful season yet!  Our numbers are up 
again for the 5th year in a row with 189 Hilltown kids 
playing on 19 different teams this season!  Our post sea-
son play was also successful with our Minors All Star 
Softball team winning the Duanesburg Tournament, our 
7/8 Farm Baseball All Stars came in 2nd place at our D13 
Tournament, and our Majors Baseball All 
Stars made it to the knock out rounds of 
the Duanesburg Tournament, seeded 
4th out of 11 teams from all over the 
area including Cooperstown and Oneon-
ta.  Thank you all for an amazing season! 

The BKW Little League would like to 

thank Albany County Legislators Chris Smith and Travis Stevens, 

Knox Youth Council Coordinator Maryellen Gillis, Little League 

President Tiffany Detlefesen and Knox Supervisor Vas Lefkadi-

tis.  Our Legislators were able to push through a grant written by 

Mrs. Gillis, with the help of Mrs. Deltelfesen and Mr. Lefkaditis, 

securing the BKW LL a very generous $12,000.00.  The money will 

be used to update concession stands at the town parks of Knox, 

Berne and Westerlo including the possibility of installing summer 

kitchens and seasonal lavatory facilities for the Little League as 

well as town residents to use.  Nice job folks! 



House # signs are available for $15.  These signs are 

designed to be easily recognized and visible in the event 

we have to find your house.  If you would like a sign, 

call 669-6459 or send your order to the Knox Fire Com-

pany, PO Box 131, Knox, NY 12107   

 

Knox Fire Company News 

SAVE THE DATE!  Please re-
member to support us on 
Sunday, November 6th for 
our annual turkey dinner 
fundraiser!  

“SIGN” Me Up! 

By Frank Fuss 

T 
he Knox Fire District recently received 

GREAT news!  The district will be receiving 

a $50,000.00 State and Municipal Facili-

ties (SAM) grant to purchase and install a new 

electronic signboard to replace the old manual 

signboard in front of the fire station.  The new 

signboard will be shared by both Town Hall and the 

Fire District to better communicate with town resi-

dents.  The signboard is the result of a joint grant 

proposal written by Knox Town Supervisor Vas 

Lefkaditis and the Fire District.  The grant was se-

cured and made possible by Senator George Ame-

dore to assist small towns in upgrading their facili-

ties.  We would like to thank Senator Amedore and 

Supervisor Lefkaditis for their efforts. 

 

Pictured From Left to Right:   Former Chair Board of Commissioners Dana Sherman, 1st 
Asst. Chief Jim Albert, Secretary Russ Pokorny, Commissioner Rick Fortuin, Pres & Com-
missioner Dan Sherman, Chief Bill Vinson, Senator George Amedore, Knox Supervisor 
Vas Lefkaditis, Captain Don Champion, Firefighter Greg Lemmerman, Albany County 
Legislator & Firefighter Travis Stevens, Captain Tim Hagerott, Commissioner Bob Ste-
vens 

The Knox Fire Company recently put into use its 

newest truck, a 3,000 gallon tanker pumper.  The 

new truck carries a crew of six, in addition to driver 

and officer.  The new  technology has many ad-

vantages in terms of safety and function.   

The fire company is fortunate to have added a number of new mem-

bers in recent months, bringing its total  membership to 32.  Pictured 

above left, new member, Max Hagerott is sworn in by Company Presi-

dent Dan Sherman while Chief Bill Vinson looks on.  Above right, new 

members, Randy Grove and Brandon Bradley are sworn in along with 

Chief Bill Vinson, Company President Dan Sherman, and Secretary 

Frank Fuss.  Also, not pictured is new member Brodyn Courter, grand-

son of Mike Hall our life member who just passed away and who will be 

greatly missed.  Welcome to the company gentlemen! 

New Arrival 
By Russ Pokorny 
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Monthly meetings are held the first Monday of each month, and drills and work nights are held on the other 

Mondays of the month starting at 7 pm.  New members are always welcome and needed!  Besides the satis-

faction of serving your community, there is much to learn through training opportunities, and the experience of 

working with other dedicated volunteers.  



  

The BEST way to dispose of LATEX paint is to give it to someone who will use it, such as a friend or 
neighbor, or an organization such as Habitat for Humanity.  

* NEXT BEST: Open your LATEX paint cans and let the paint dry out.  Then the cans can be put in the 
regular trash at the transfer station any day it is open.  

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION DAY  

         Residents of  the TOWNS OF KNOX and BERNE  

August  20,  2016   

9 :00 a .m. to  2 :00 p.m.  

Town of  Knox  Highway Garage,  1411 Township  Road  

Specia l  permi t  must  be  obtained f rom your  Town Clerk   
KNOX -  (518)  872-2551  

For  deta i ls  v is i t  www.knoxny.org  
 

Did You Know?? 

You don’t have to throw away what others may need! 

There is a used clothing drop-off shed at the Knox Transfer Sta-

tion. 

All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 

pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys are accepted and will then 

be sent to needy people throughout the world.  

Don’t forget to ask for a tax deduction receipt for your donation! 

 

KNOX HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS 
New Historian 

 

Knox has a new Historian, Kathleen Putzig, who has returned 

to her local roots in the Helderbergs after raising a family with 

husband Bart in Western New York.   Her father and uncle, 

Ralph and Harold Miller, have been role models in historical 

research and civic activities.  She is doing presentations at 

BKW and local groups on Knox in the Civil War, and also on 

daily farm life in the 1800s.  As the 2022 Bicentennial ap-

proaches, preparations for programs, activities, and tours are 

underway.  You can reach Kathleen at Historan@KnoxNY.Org. 

By Dennis Barber 

KHS History 
 
 
The Knox Historical Society 
was founded in 1973 follow-
ing the Sesquicentennial Cel-
ebration (1822-1972).  After 
the conclusion of the cele-
bration approximately 24 
people who had  been on the 
Sesquicentennial Committee 
became the people who 
started and formed the Knox 
Historical Society.  Freed 
Oettinger was the society’s 
first president.  The approxi-
mately $13,000 which was 
raised during the celebration 
thru many successful mer-
chandise sales, pageants, 
dinners and dances were 
used to establish the muse-
um.   
In 1972, Alva Ostrander the 
Town Supervisor along with 

the town board purchased 
the building which house’s 
the current museum.  The 
KHS protects, collects, dis-
plays and promotes the his-
tory of Knox and it’s resi-
dents thru the museum.  
Currently we have approxi-
mately 30 members of which 
10 are very active.  The mu-
seum opens on Memorial 
Day and closes on Columbus 
Day.  It is open every 
Wednesday during the 
months July and August from 
12-2 pm.  Please check out 
our web page for more infor-
mation.  And you may also 
contact President Dennis 
Barber @ 860-7861 for a tour 
of the museum.  The society 
meets every 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 7PM in the 
Knox Town Hall. 

 By Dennis Barber 

The Town of Knox would like to thank Albany County Sherriff 

Craig Apple for enabling inmates from the Inmate Work Re-

lease program to do work in the Town of Knox. “The Inmates 

did a fantastic job, not only cleaning the Knox Town Park 

grounds and making repairs to Town Hall, but also installing 

new floors (pictured) at the Knox Historical Society Museum,” 

said Supervisor Lefkaditis.  “Bringing them in saved the town 

tax dollars on labor costs.” 

 

 

 KHS 

Museum 

gets a 

“facelift”.  

Photo by 

Dennis 

Barber 
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September 10th & 11th   

Fall Into Knox 

Festival & Carnival  
Knox Town Park  

Carnival Rides, Games, Local Craft Vendors, Artisans and Food,  

Fresh Produce, Pumpkins, Pony Rides & more! 

 
 

September 11, 13, 19, 20, 25, 27  & October 2, 4
(rain date: 10/11) 

 
Knox Soccer Program 

From ages 3 through 6th grade  
$10 per athlete ($30 family max) 

In person registration dates: 8/27 Knox Town Hall  9am - 12pm 
Registration forms, dates, and more info online at www.knoxny.org 

 

 

September 9  - 8 PM  

Dudley Observatory Star Party  
Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Road, Knox 

 

September 17th-18th  

Helderberg  Hilltowns Association  

Farms & Artisans Tour  

10am - 4pm  

*The Knox Historical Museum will be open on 

 Sunday, September 18 from 12pm-2pm  

as part of the Farms and Artisans Tour 
 

September 23rd 
 

Knox Historical Society 

7pm - 9pm at BKW HS Auditorium 

Presenting Teddy Roosevelt  

and the BKW Social Studies Department  
 

 

 
October –December 2016 

 

September 2016 

 

August  15th - 19th  
Knox Youth Council Summer Camp 

9 am - 12 pm Knox Town Park 

Open to all BKW students K-6 
See website for registration forms and  

more info: www.knoxny.org 

 

August 12  - 8 PM  
Dudley Observatory Star Party  

Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Road, Knox 

 

 August 13th 

Knox Historical Society  

Merrymen’s Tea House Party 
2 pm-  4pm 

  Knox Historical Museum 

August 20th 

Household Hazardous Waste Day  

for Towns of Knox and Berne 

9am - 2pm  

Town of Knox Highway Garage  1411 Township Road 

(For more info please see Page 6) 

Special Permit must be obtained from your Town Clerk!  

Knox Town Clerk 872-2551 

 

 

The Knox Nursery School has openings this Fall  

for 3 year-olds and 4 year-olds. 

If interested, please call 872-2015 

 

August in Knox... 

October 1st -7-10 PM  

Old Time Barn Dance  

A fundraiser for the Northeastern Cave Conservancy  

 Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Rd 

 

October 7 7PM 
Dudley Observatory Star Party  
Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Rd 

 

 
OCTOBER 29TH (Tentative Date) 

Knox Youth Council HALLOWEEN 

 

 

 

Please check www.knoxny.org for more  details 

 

November 8th 

99th Election Day Chicken Supper  

at Knox Reformed Church 

Settings at 4:30, 5:30 and 6:30.  

Please call for reservations 872-2199 

 

November 4th - 7PM 

Dudley Observatory Star Party   
Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Rd 

      

 December 10 - 10 AM - 4 PM  

Hilltown Holiday Market 

Octagon Barn at 588 Middle Rd 
  

Please contact us at knoxnewsletter@knoxny.orgwith any 

comments or questions.  We’d love to hear from you!  



 

Mailing label 

Knox Town Hall, PO Box 116, Knox, NY 12107  872-2551 

 

Town Supervisor 

 Vasilios Lefkaditis    872-0649 

Town Council 

 Dennis Barber    860-7861 

 Amy Pokorny    618-5376 

 Eric Kuck     618-8732 

 Earl Barcomb    944-6936 

Town Clerk, Tara Murphy    872-2551 

Highway Department, Gary Salisbury   872-0038 

Building, Zoning Dept., Dan Sherman   446-1460 

Knox Fire House, Fire Chief Bill Vinson  872-0368 

Dog Warden, Parks, Cemeteries, Louis Saddlemire 872-0586 

 

Town Supervisor Hours 

 Tuesdays , 3-7pm 

 1st Saturday of the month 9am-12 pm 

 

Town Clerk Hours 

 Monday, 4-6pm 

 Tuesday, 4-7pm 

 Wednesday, 9am – 12 pm 

 1st Saturday of the month, 9am—12 pm 

 

Town Board Meetings 

 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:30pm 

 

Zoning and Building Hours 

 Thursdays, 5-7 pm 

 

Transfer Station 

 Tuesday and Thursday, 4-7pm 

 Saturday 8am—5pm  

Town Hours 

www.knoxny.org 
518-872-2551 

knoxnewsletter@knoxny.org 

Town of Knox 
PO Box 116 
Knox, NY 12107 
 

stamp 

GO PAPERLESS!  Help us do our part for the environment.  To receive future newsletters and 

updates from the town of Knox electronically please submit your name and email to us at  

knoxnewsletter@knoxny.org. 

Town of Knox Directory 


