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Knox Youth Council  
Meeting Minutes: September 29th, 2016 
6:30 – 8:30 at the Knox Town Hall 
 
Attendees: Maryellen Gillis, Knox Youth Council Coordinator; Travis Stevens, Albany County Legislator, District 31; 
Vas Lefkaditis, Town of Knox Supervisor, Anna Lefkaditis, Megan Murphy, Tiffany Snyder, Maria DeLucia-Evans, 
Sarah Pasquini, Carli Elble, Ann Payne, Tom Payne 
 
TOPIC: KYC 2017 Budget Overview   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Town Supervisor Vas Lefkaditis has requested a 5K operating budget for the Knox Youth Council. This is a 2K 
increase from last year’s budget. His goal is to further support the current and new 2017 KYC program initiatives, 
providing youth and families in the Hilltown communities exciting programs and activities.   
 
The Knox Youth Council is appreciative of this support. As the Council looks to expand program offerings there 
may still be some need to fundraise to cover any additional costs, identify grants to apply for additional funding, 
or, for some programs, charge a nominal materials fee. The goal of the Knox Youth Council is to offer events 
without adding a financial burden to community members.  
 
TOPIC: 2016 Knox Summer Camp Review    

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The 2016 Knox Summer Camp was a huge success. 66 youth attended, grades Pre-K – grade 8. They participated 
in a variety of activities including composting and a “Don’t Trash the Planet” program provided by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Albany County, nature activities provided by the Emma Treadwell Thacher Nature Center, 
building projects, woodworking, game day, and song writing with Richie Phillips.  
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A survey was conducted of staff and youth at the end of the week, and the following changes for 2017 are being 
considered: As older youth (grades 5-8) show interest in participating in one week-long activity (e.g. a 
woodworking project), the potential change is to run a program specifically for middle-school aged youth the 
week prior to the summer camp. This program will run in the evenings (6:00 – 8:00 p.m.) and allow local 
volunteers to share their talents with youth. This program may require a small materials fee, depending on the 
project.  
 
TOPIC: 2016 Knox Youth Soccer Review    

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The 2016 Knox Soccer Program ended on Tuesday, October 4th. This year we had 98 youth participating, which 
included a new three-year-old soccer program. The Knox Youth Council is especially grateful to the 18 volunteer 
coaches we had to run the program. This program would not be successful without the help of our volunteers. 
 
The program also held a TCBY fundraiser on Sunday, October 3rd. Funds raised will help offset the cost of running 
the program.  
 
TOPIC: 2016 Halloween Activities    

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The Knox Youth Council is excited to offer a Halloween event this year on Saturday, October 29th at the Knox 
Town Hall. Volunteers are needed to make this event a success. Please contact Maryellen Gillis if you are able to 
volunteer. 
 
Plans are still be formalized, but general ideas include a haunted house in the downstairs of the Town Hall, KYC 
trick-or-treating station in the foyer (treat bags will be handed out), a hay maze along with games for youth, and a 
craft activity.  
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Once all the details are finalized an event flyer will be created for distribution. All interested volunteers are 
welcome at our next Knox Youth Council meeting to help finalize plans.  
 
TOPIC: 2016 Christmas Party with Senior Citizens     

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The Knox Youth Council is beginning to discuss plans for a Christmas holiday event to bring youth together with 
our Hilltown Seniors. Possible plans may include a holiday craft, singing Christmas carols, and sharing 
desserts/punch. Partnerships may be sought to provide the event with our local 4-H Clubs and the Social Club at 
the Knox Reformed Church. Once plans are finalized, youth will create an invitation for Seniors.  
 
TOPIC: 2017 Proposed Calendar  

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The following monthly event schedule was proposed for 2017: 
 
January: Winterfest: A committee will be created to plan this event. The event will include activities that can 
happen with or without snow.  
 
February: Co-sponsored trip with the Berne Youth Council 
 
March: Proposed Saturday Morning Workshop Series: This series would be for youth, and allow local volunteers 
to share their expertise/interests (e.g. building projects, flower arranging, hair styling/makeup application). 
 
Maple Festival Weekend Activity: A KYC plan will be presented to the Kiwanis Club to supplement/support the 
activities they currently provide. One idea is to offer more activities on the Saturday of that weekend following 
the Sap Run.  
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May: Memorial Day Family Activity following the parade to include ice cream sundaes, pony rides, and face 
painting 
 
June: Summer Kick-Off and Camping in the Park (There is the potential to add rides to this event using the same 
vendor as used in the 2016 Fall Festival.)  
 
August: Summer Camp, and Middle School Evening Program  
 
September: Knox Youth Soccer Program 
 
October: Haunted House and Treats at the Knox Town Hall 
 
December: Christmas Party with Youth and Seniors  
 
Additional ideas: the potential of creating an ice skating rink in the Town of Knox this winter, offer a bus trip for 
families to NYC or another unique location, potential of offering swimming to residents at Warner’s Lake, and 
offer a babysitting course for area youth and work with the BKW Guidance Office to create a list of trained teens. 
 
The Knox Youth Council is always open to new ideas, and needs volunteers for all of our activities and events. Join 
a great group of people and become involved in your community!  
 
Next Meeting:  
The next Knox Youth Council meeting will take place on Thursday, October 13th at 6:00 p.m. at the Knox Town 
Park. This meeting will primarily focus on planning our Halloween event.  
 
Minutes respectively submitted by, 
Maria DeLucia-Evans. October 3, 2016  


