
1 

 

Knox Youth Council  
Meeting Minutes: February 4th, 2016 
6:30 – 8:30 at the Knox Town Hall 
 
Attendees: Maryellen Gillis, Knox Youth Council Coordinator; Travis Stevens, Albany County Legislator, District 31; 
Tom Payne, Anne Payne, Karin Kuck, Becky Carey, Sarah Pasquini, Jean Gagnon, Megan Murphy, Maria DeLucia-
Evans 
 
TOPIC: Park Improvement Committee  

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The Park Improvement Committee (members include Travis Stevens, Karen Kuck, Peter Evans, Megan Murphy, 
Chasity McGivern and Maryellen Gillis) met on 2/3/16 to develop a preliminary plan (“wish list”) for the 
improvement of the Knox Town park. See attached meeting minutes for a summary of the full discussion. Said 
meeting minutes were presented to the KYC members. This proposal needs to be completed quickly to be 
presented to the Town Board. The total funding amount is yet to be determined. If the funding does not cover 
the whole proposal, a five-year-plan will be developed to most efficiently incorporate upgrades and 
improvements.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Members are encouraged to network, share contacts, research ideas for agenda items. Please let Maryellen Gillis 
now who you are contacting/what you are researching. Tom Payne offered to research ideas for a potential skate 
park plan (including any liability/insurance issues).  The goal is to get a bulk of the planning done by the end of 
February break week (the week of 2/15/16).  
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TOPIC: Easter Egg Hunt, 2016  

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The annual Easter Egg Hunt of 2016 will take place on Sunday, March 20th at 1:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed to 
facilitate the hunt (arriving at 12:30 p.m. that day) and, potentially, to offer additional games/activities. The 
Easter Egg Hunt will take place behind the Firehouse. It will be held in conjunction with the Kiwanis Pancake 
Breakfast, which includes crafts, vendors, pony rides, and a petting zoo.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
At the March KYC meeting, members will fill eggs to prepare (Jean Gagnon to bring the jelly beans and 
chocolates).  The meeting will also address additional details for the event, including use of an egg launcher, 
additional games/prizes, Easter Bunny volunteer, structure of the Easter Egg Hunt, and other details, as needed.  
Depending on the number of KYC members available to volunteer, we may need to recruit additional volunteers. 
  
TOPIC: Winterfest Ideas for 2017 Event   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Winterfest 2016 was cancelled due to warm weather/lack of snow. Any preparations done/prizes collected will be 
saved for the 2017 event. (Maryellen Gillis has drafted a generic letter asking businesses/community partners for 
prizes for KYC events. This letter is available for anyone to use to acquire prizes/donations.) Next year we will 
allow for two weeks between the date of the event and the “no-snow” date for the event, potentially 1/23/17 
and 2/4/17. The KYC will also put together a “no-snow” plan, which will allow Winterfest to be held regardless of 
snow accumulation.  
(A Snowbox Derby is being held at Maple Ski Ridge, 2725 Mariaville Rd., Schenectady, on February 20th, 2016, 
featuring cardboard sled races. Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. and racing is between 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Please 
contact Maple Ridge at 381-4700 for additional information.) 

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Plan winter activities that are not dependent on snow as a back-up Winterfest plan so the event can be held 
regardless of weather.   
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TOPIC: Raffle-Fundraiser Ideas    

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Fundraising will be done to supplement the current KYC town-appropriated budget to support the growth of 
programming. Various ideas of fundraising were discussed. A 50/50 raffle seems to be the easiest/ least time 
consuming to offer at events. A possible art auction was also discussed to raise funds, potentially being held in 
the Town Park in conjunction with scheduled events.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Further discussion of when to hold both the raffle and the art auction, along with details and specifics.  
 
TOPIC: Town of Knox Summer Youth Program: July 25th- 29th, 2016 

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Jean Gagnon shared summary of program ideas/structure/and concerns from past summer youth programs. An 
emphasis was placed on needing volunteers, but also being able to provide compensation for expenses/time to 
area professionals who can bring their skills/programs to youth campers. (Again tying into the discussion on a 
need for fundraising efforts.)  
The program will run from 9:00 a.m. – Noon each day, with a snack provided. The potential of providing a free 
lunch to youth will also be explored. Themed days of the week will include: Sports Day, Law Enforcement Day 
(including car seat checks for families), Building and Crafts (with potential woodworking activity), Science Day, 
Exploring the Arts through Music and Theatre (potential use of sock puppets, and a program by Richie Phillips).  
And end of week activity will be included as a celebration for families with a barbeque, bands, dancing, and family 
activities. This event will be held on either the Friday or Saturday at the end of the week and will also allow youth 
to display/share what they’ve done throughout the week.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Camp details and plans will continue to be finalized.  
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TOPIC: Town of Knox Family Camp Out     

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
On Saturday, June 4th families will be invited to pitch their tents and camp out on the baseball field of the Knox 
Town Park. The KYC will provide hotdogs, hamburgers, rolls, and condiments. Families will be asked to bring a 
dish to pass. Both the Sheriff’s department and the Boy Scouts will be involved in the event. Activities will be 
available to families including, the use of sports equipment, campfire, games, and nature-based activities. In case 
of rain, the overnight will be cancelled and a picnic will be held in the pavilion.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Event details will continue to be finalized, including publicity tools for the event.  
 
TOPIC: New Items/Additional Items      

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Albany County will be offering the Strengthening Families Program at the Knox 
Town Hall. This is a six-week program for parents/caregivers and youth ages 10+. The program will be held on 
Monday evenings from March 7th – April 11th. During each session, parents/caregivers and their youth will learn 
ways to build on existing strengths, improve family communication skills and have fun together as a family. 
Dinner is provided at each workshop and transportation assistance is available. Program flyer and registration 
form are awaiting a final approval by the town. Upon approval, this will be shared with all KYC members and the 
community at large.  
 
Next Meeting:  
The next Knox Youth Council meeting will take place on Thursday, March 3rd at 6:30 p.m. at the Knox Town Hall. 
Please submit any agenda items in advance to Maryellen Gills at mgillis1023@gmail.com. 
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Current agenda items for the March meeting are as follows: 

 Easter Egg Hunt (filling Easter eggs as we chat)/Activities for March 20 
 Raffle decision (50/50 for the Playground?) 
 Back to Basics (Glenn) 
 Triathalon (Dennis) 
 Memorial Day float proposal from Berne Youth Council 
 Art Auction in the Park (Karin) 
 Playground/Park Improvement Update 
 Swimming at Warner's Lake 
 Summer Program 
 Camp-Out in the Park 
 Meeting with High School students 

 
 
Minutes respectively submitted by, 
Maria DeLucia-Evans.  
February 5, 2016 


