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Knox Youth Council  
Meeting Minutes: March 3rd, 2016 
6:30 – 8:30 at the Knox Town Hall 
 
Attendees: Maryellen Gillis, Knox Youth Council Coordinator; Travis Stevens, Albany County Legislator, District 31; 
Dawn Jordan, Berne Youth Council Rep., Tom Payne, Anne Payne, Sarah Pasquini, Jean Gagnon, Megan Murphy, 
Maria DeLucia-Evans, Glenn Humphrey, Mary Defazio, Dennis Barber, Darcy Cyr, Sandra Quay  
 
TOPIC: Potential Public Swimming for Town of Knox Residents at Warner’s Lake   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Maryellen Gillis met with Chris Smith, proprietor of Maple on the Lake, 141 Warners Lake Rd., East Berne, to 
discuss the potential of opening his location for swimming to Town of Knox residents.   

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Determination of insurance for this activity is pending. The cost of insurance would be significant to Maple on the 
Lake. There is a potential that the activity would already be covered under town insurance, but this is still to be 
confirmed. Hours, cost, and resident registration would be determined based upon insurance availability being 
determined.  
 
TOPIC: Playground/Park Improvement Proposal   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
A four-year plan (four separate phases, with one phase to be implemented each year estimating roughly $150K 
per phase in cost) was finalized. Maryellen Gillis thanks all KYC members and community members who helped 
get this plan done thoroughly, and quickly. Town Supervisor Vas Lefkaditis is in the process of presenting the 
proposal to Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara and State Senator George Amedore.  The first phase would be to 
upgrade the playground and pavilion, and add bathrooms and a concession stand to the pavilion area.  
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DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
The state has up to 90 days to give feedback and/or approval for the plan. Initial meetings have been positive, 
with mention given to the exceptional detail of the plan and the inclusion of stand-alone phases that can be 
completed individually, yet complement the overall design/scope of project. Copies of the proposal will be 
provided at the April KYC meeting. Before any fundraising events are done on behalf of this project (to raise funds 
and awareness outside from State funding) Maryellen Gillis would like to wait for the plan to be presented to the 
Town Board, and have a better answer on whether state funds will be available.   
 
TOPIC: KYC Meeting with High school and Middle School Students: March 15th, 2016   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The KYC invites interested high school and middle school students to meet with KYC members to share their ideas 
on what events they would like to see offered. Berne Youth Council members have also been invited, as well as 
school officials. This meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. at the Knox Town 
Hall. Dinner will be provided. The number of students will be limited to 20, to ensure time for full participation.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Please RSVP to Maryellen Gills (872-1899) or Anna Lefkaditis (872-0649) by March 11th. Parents are welcome to 
join. Attached to the meeting minutes is a flyer for this event.  
 
TOPIC: Upcoming Triathlon, Date TBD 

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Dennis Barber shared that he is in the process of lining up the necessary components (tent, ambulance 
availability, insurance, timer, shirts, name, volunteers and sponsors) for this event. He is currently working to set 
a date (potentially a Sunday morning in August). From the date the other pieces can be confirmed/finalized. The 
event would begin at Maple on the Lake (carpooling is encouraged to maximize parking availability) and include a 
500 yard swim, biking, and 5K. Tom Payne will design the t-shirt logo, and potentially include the Knox Youth 
Council name in the design.   
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DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Further discussion of specifics and needs once the date is set.  
 
TOPIC: Easter Egg Hunt, March 20th, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.  

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The 2016 Easter Egg Hunt will be a joint effort between the KYC and the Berne Youth Council (BYC). KYC members 
welcomed BYC representative Dawn Jordan to the meeting. 550 eggs were filled at the meeting, and the BYC is 
anticipating a donation of 50 more. Trudy Holr has volunteered to be the Easter Bunny.  
 
Volunteers for the event are: Maryellen Gillis, Maria DeLucia-Evans, Sarah Pasquini, Darcy Cyr, and Megan 
Murphy. Any other volunteers willing to help are welcome. Volunteers should arrive at the Knox Town Hall at 
12:30 on March 20th.  
 
Event needs: KYC banner, Easter bunny costume, plastic bags, filled eggs, cones, empty box(es) for returned eggs. 
Event plan: scatter eggs within cones; someone announces the hunt is about to start; a volunteer does a quick 
count of kids present, which determines the number of eggs each youth is allowed to collect; announce that 10 
eggs have a winner ticket for an additional prize, and that opened eggs will be collected to be recycled. Youth are 
then called to hunt by age/grade level.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
The KYC and the BYC look forward to a great event!  
 
TOPIC: Back to Basics Program      

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Glenn Humphrey will run a Back to Basics program on Wednesday, July 27th in the evening. This two-hour event 
will provide youth the opportunity to learn skills/activities from the days of their ancestors. The Knox Summer 
Program will run during the day, and youth will be encouraged to come back for this program in the evening.  
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DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
At the April KYC meeting, Glenn will provide a flyer for the event, event description, and list of volunteers that will 
provide activities. He is also reaching out to local scout leaders to get Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts onboard to help 
with this event.  
 
TOPIC: Memorial Day Parade Float      

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Many ideas were shared/discussed on what the float should look like under the parade theme of “Generations of 
Service.” The KYC would like to potentially partner with the BYC and have a float with the theme of “Serving the 
Generations.” The float would highlight all the ways in which the youth councils serve the community, e.g., mini 
soccer goal, mini tent, cardboard sled, etc., with youth on the float demonstrating these activities. Megan 
Murphy offered the soccer goal and tent to use. Dennis Barber has offered his barn as a site to decorate the float. 
Maryellen Gillis will coordinate with the BYC, and coordinate to secure a trailer, pull, and the potential inclusion 
of the Knox Town Band.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
A date will be set for KYC members and other volunteers to decorate/put the float together. Further details will 
be discussed at the April meeting.  
 
TOPIC: Knox Camp Out, June 4th, 2016 beginning at 2PM      

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
The Albany County Sheriff’s Office has confirmed participation in this event. Details are being finalized as to how, 
but participation may include the mobile command center, Sherriff’s vehicle(s), car seat safety check, and security 
walks. Discussion also included reaching out to the State Police for the inclusion of a helicopter demonstration. 
Hamburgers/hotdogs will be provided by the KYC with attendees asked to bring a dish to pass/dessert/and 
beverage(s). 
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DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Travis Stevens and Maryellen Gillis to meet to finalize: flyer, event registration, ground rules, expectations, and 
other details.  
 
TOPIC: Town of Knox Summer Camp, July 25th – 29th, 2016      

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Details are being finalized for this year’s summer program. The Sheriff’s department has confirmed for Monday 
7/25 (canine unit, poison prevention and possibly fire safety). Richie Phillips has confirmed for a performance arts 
day on 7/26 (writing and rhyming songs). The other days will offer the themes of Science Day, Sports Day, and 
Building/Woodworking Day.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Maryellen Gillis and Sandra Quay continue to meet to finalize needs for this week.  
 
TOPIC: Potential 2016 Fall Festival & Helderberg Farms & Artisans Tour   

SUMMARY Of TOPIC DISCUSSED: 
Thacher Park will not be holding their annual fall festival this year. The Town of Knox is thinking of potentially 
offering this type of event. The KYC would be glad to offer a booth/activity site as part of the festival, but not in 
the scope of the bylaws to coordinate/facilitate the event as a whole.  
 
The annual Helderberg Farms & Artisans Tour will be held again this September. Discussion of possibly including 
the Knox Town Park as a central gathering site for farms/vendors/artisans to share their goods. Dawn Jordan will 
discuss this possibility with the Helderberg Hilltowns Association.  

DECISION/ACTION to be TAKEN: 
Further follow up on these topics to be provided at the April meeting.  
 
Addendums (attached):  
 Flyer: Youth Dinner Meeting on March 15, 2016  
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Next Meeting:  
The next Knox Youth Council meeting will take place on Thursday, April 7th at 6:30 p.m. at the Knox Town Hall. 
Please submit any agenda items in advance to Maryellen Gills at mgillis1023@gmail.com. 
 
Current agenda items for the April meeting are as follows: 

 Treasurer’s Report   
 Triathlon Update  
 Back to Basics Update  
 Knox Camp Out Update  
 Memorial Day Float Update  
 Art Auction in the Park (Karin) 
 Playground/Park Improvement Update 
 Swimming at Warner's Lake Update  
 Summer Program Update  
 Meeting with High School students Update  
 Fall Festival discussion  
 Farms & Artisans tour discussion  
 Summerfest: Soccer Registrations  

 
 
Minutes respectively submitted by, 
Maria DeLucia-Evans.  
March 4, 2016  
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